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China vows international coordination 
as novel coronavirus grows

XI'S REMARKS

The epidemic’s prevention and control is not only a matter of 
medical treatment, but involves all-around efforts, so all work should 
support fighting the virus. China has the full and capability to win 
the battle against the virus.

——President Xi Jinping made the remark while presid-
ing over a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Committee in Beijing.

Voice
China vowed on January 31 to 

work with the international com-
munity to uphold regional and 
international health security, and 
reiterated it has the confidence and 
capability to win the battle against 
the novel coronavirus epidemic.

The pledge came as the World 
Health Organization declared on 
January 30 that the outbreak con-
stitutes a public health emergency 
of international concern, or PHE-
IC, following an emergency meet-
ing in Geneva, Switzerland.

Besides China, the virus has 
also spread to several other Asian 
nations and reached Australia and 
Europe as well.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention in the United 
States said January 30 that an Illi-
nois woman who recently returned 
from China had transmitted the 
coronavirus to her husband — the 
first known case of persontoperson 
spread of the pathogen in the US.

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Hua Chunying said in an online 
statement on January 31 that since 
the outbreak, China has been in 
close communication and cooper-
ation with the WHO. "China will 
continue working with the WHO 

and other countries to safeguard 
regional and global public health 
security," Hua said.

Saying the Chinese govern-
ment has been taking the most 
comprehensive and rigorous pre-
vention and control measures for 
people's health and safety, Hua 
added that many of the measures 
go well beyond the requirements 
of the International Health Reg-
ulations.

"We have full confidence and 
capability to win this fight against 
the epidemic," she said.

Also on January 31, the Nation-
al Health Commission called on 
the international community to 
understand and support China's ef-
forts in preventing and controlling 
the epidemic.

The commission hopes coun-
tries from around the world will 
work with China to jointly pre-
vent and contain the disease in 
line with the International Health 
Regulations as well as the recom-
mendations of the WHO in order 
to safeguard regional and global 
public health security, according 
to a statement issued by the com-
mission on its website.

 (China Daily)

Further reading

Measures taken in Yunnan to prevent 
the spread of novel coronavirus

Since the outbreak of pneumonia 
infected by the novel coronavirus, Yun-
nan has taken a number of measures 
to prevent the epidemic spreading.  
    Starting from January 24, body 
temperature has been checked for 
people entering airport, railway 
station, highway entrance at the 
provincial boundary and the main  
national and provincial trunk roads. 
Comprehensive prevention and control 
measures focused on com\u0002mu-
nity are adopted; and interviews 
were conducted to the visitors and  
those who returned from outside the 
province. Suspected patients are trans-
ferred to designated quarantine facilities 
and designated hospitals for isolation 
detection and treatment. A total of 200 
fever clinics are set up in the province 
to detect suspected pa\u0002tients in 
time, conduct isolation ob\u0002s-
ervation in hospitals and complete  
nucleic acid testing within 24 hours to 
accelerate diagnosis. In order to prevent 
the spread of the epidemic, Yunnan 
requires that all kinds of en\u0002ter-

prises and construction projects in  
the province should resume work 
no earlier than 24 o ‘clock on 
February 9 except social oper-
ation, epidemic prevention and 
life necessity indus\u0002tries. 
Educat ion  ins t i tu t ions  in  the  
province should be postponed to the 
beginning of school until after February 
17. Measures have been taken to stop 
or reduce capacity of aviation, railway, 
road transportation, city buses and 
subways across the prov\u0002ince. 
Yunnan Provincial Department of Com-
merce launched daily moni\u0002tor-
ing system for daily necessities in  
the province.

The provincial capital of Kunming 
has 51 large supermar kets, 867 small 
supermarkets, 2,182 community 
convenience stores, and 207 vege-
table markets operating normally. 
Market supply is sufficient. Stable 
prices and fresh food and basic ne-
cessities supply have ensured people  
stay at home to prevent and control the 
spread of epidemic.              (By YDPG)

WHO: Discourages or even opposes restrictions of travel and trade

Yunnan Province’s first cured coronavirus patient 
discharged from hospital

Speaking at a press conference 
after a closed-door meeting of 
the emergency committee, World 
Health Organization (WHO) Di-
rector-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus stressed that the WHO 
discourages or even opposes restric-
tions of travel and trade.

"The Committee does not recom-
mend any travel or trade restriction 
based on the current information 
available," a statement published af-
ter the emergency committee meet-
ing said January 30.

"Countries must inform the WHO 
about any travel measures taken, as 

required by the International Health 
Regulations (IHR). Countries are 
cautioned against actions that pro-
mote stigma or discrimination, in 
line with the principles of Article 3 
of the IHR," the statement added. 

Under the IHR, the WHO di-
rector-general has the authority to 
determine whether an outbreak con-
stitutes a Public Health Emergency 
of International Concern(PHEIC). 
The designation is aimed at mobi-
lizing more international resources 
to deal with the epidemic. Since the 
IHR entered into force in 2007, the 
WHO has made multiple PHEIC 

declarations.
Tedros said the declaration was 

not a vote of no confidence in Chi-
na. Rather it is necessary because 
human to human infections have 
been confirmed in other countries.

"As I have said repeatedly since 
my return from Beijing, the Chinese 
government is to be congratulated 
for the extraordinary measures it 
has taken to control the outbreak, 
despite the severe social and eco-
nomic impact those measures are 
having on the Chinese people," 
Tedros said.

"We would have seen many more 

cases outside China by now, and 
probably deaths, if it were not for 
the government's efforts and the 
progress they have made to protect 
their own people and the people of 
the world," Tedros said.

That is the main reason behind 
the PHEIC declaration, he said, 
adding that considering global 
health security, it is also a neces-
sary step to achieve a scientific, ra-
tional and calm response based on 
evidence, and to help other coun-
tries take scientific, reasonable and 
appropriate measures to prevent 
the epidemic.               (By CGTN)

For Ms. Che, the 2020 Spring 
Festival will be unforgettable in her 
lifetime.

On  January  31 s t,  when  she 
walked out of the Infectious Disease 
Department of the First People’s 
Hospital of Honghe Hani and Yi 
Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan, 
she turned back repeatedly to thank 
the medical workers. “I’m grateful 
to all the medical staff. Please tell 
other novel coronavirus patients that 
as long as they cooperate with the 
doctors, they will be also recover,” 
said Che.

Che was not only the first con-
firmed novel coronavirus patient in 
Honghe prefecture, but also the first 
cured and discharged from hospital 

in Yunnan province. 
Born in Mengzi, Honghe, Che 

worked in a supermarket in Wu-
han’s Jiangxia District. On January 
16th, she returned from Wuhan to 
Mengzi for the Spring Festival hol-
iday with her family. On the morn-
ing of January 24th, she began to de-
velop chest tightness and dizziness. 
When the nucleic acid test showed 
that she was positive for the novel 
coronavirus, she was immediately 
transferred to the negative-pressure 
isolation ward of the Infectious Dis-
ease Department of the First Peo-
ple’s Hospital of Honghe.

“The patient’s psychological 
quality is not to be ignored in the 
treatment. A positive mindset is es-

pecially important,” said Li Qiuyu-
an, a psychologist of the hospital. 
She gave Che psychological coun-
selling and administered anti-stress 
medication with Che’s consent. 
“The psychological counselling 
made me feel much better and gave 
me courage to overcome the dis-
ease,” Che said.

By January 31st, after the med-
ical staff’s intense treatment, two 
consecutive nucleic acid tests 
showed that Che was already neg-
ative for the novel coronavirus, 
and her inflammatory indexes were 
normal again. The expert group 
decided that Che had recovered and 
could be released from hospital.                     
(Yunnan Daily)

On the 29th of January, 
The First Affiliated Hos-
pital of Dali University 
in Yunnan Province held 
a launching ceremony for 
the medical team assisting 
Hubei on the front line. 
73 medical staff went to 
Hubei to fight against the 
epidemic as the second 
batch of Yunnan medical 
teams to assis t  Hubei . 
Here is a group photo of 
medical staff before de-
parture. Photo taken by 
Li Dongge

Hospital 
president’s heroic 
race against time

“As my life is counting down, I des-
perately make full use of every single 
minute,” said Zhang Dingyu, president 
of Wuhan Jinyintan Hospital, in the cap-
ital of Hubei Province.

The 57-year-old, who was diagnosed 
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, which 
attacks nerve cells that control muscles, in 
October 2018, has been working with more 
than 600 others at the hospital for a month 
since it received the first few cases of pneu-
monia caused by a novel coronavirus.

“All my colleagues know my short 
temper,” he said. “I’ve become short 
tempered because I don’t have much 
time left in my life.”

“My leg muscles have become weaker 
because of atrophy, then my body will 
lose sensation gradually... I have to run, 
competing against time to finish important 
missions. I have to run faster to get more 
patients back from the critical pandemic.”

What makes the unyielding man 
weep is that his wife was infected with 
the novel coronavirus while working at 
another hospital in Wuhan. She received 
treatment and has now recovered.

"Maybe I'm a good doctor but not a 
qualified husband," Zhang said, adding 
they'd been married for 28 years and he 
was afraid of losing her.

Zhang and his team got some relief 
on January 2, when medical aid in the 
form of 150 people from Army Medical 
University arrived at the hospital. 

"In the past month, we were overload-
ed," he said. "Normally, nurses change 
their shifts every two hours but the time 
period has been lengthened to four or 
even five hours, not to say the doctors. 
Now, the situation is getting better. 

"Our nation is strong in scientific 
research and economically, and we 
have Chinese people's wills united like a 
fortress. I believe that we'll conquer this 
disease."                             (China Daily)


